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uc:q caaclis . g ?ﬂ:\

i‘;;f.., S/5gt. Harold Feinberg

To 'bhra sa:Llors watching us board the U.S stk s UIMSBE on the
forenoon of December 3d, 1945, we must have appesred to than as
three prematurely aged outfits, True we have unit designations -
232d and 750th Field Artillery Batielions, and the 720th Amphib-
tous Tractor Battalion; yet we came from branches far more aiv-
crsificd. Included are all the steps and iypes of Army Service
from the front line infantry to those who had equally importeont
Joebs in rcor cchelons. We had a fow things in common - one of
those, a memory of being 9"akc=nec1 on the lush countryside of 2
verdant island with these clarion words to stert us on ocur daily
tasks: "This is Station WALH - RADLO OKTHAWA -~ A stonels throv
from Tokyo." v

Yecs, thesc "rock-happy™ mcn canc from far entd wide on the

island of Okinawa,., Some 01‘ tlhe lads Had left their original
units remeining on OKIE, while otliers had, many moons ago,
weved a languid farcu ull to their buddics as the latter sailed
to Korca or Japan. llany had vivid mcmorics of bloody M ttles ~
from Sliylinc Ridge to lotobu Peninsula, from Heha 4o Buckner
Bay, from Nago to Shuri, from Kin'to Yonabaru. Their higher
cchelons had been connceted intimately in the strugglc to subdue
the island - X Army, »&IV Corps, 7th Division, 27th Di vision,
77th Division, and 96th Division. The two WoesM - Genersls
Buc tner cnd Stilwcll - had been their lcaders; and the former

2d given his 1ifc on the batticficld. Ten months ago there had
bc"‘n little meaning to nesacs such as Yontan, Kadena, Awase, and
Mechinato, Later they rcprcsented the bases of eur dir strength
and became, litdrelly, "A stone's throw from Tokio.t

From 211 over the Byukyu chain, thesc men had concentratcd

on Okinawa for dischargc. There are remeabrances of Ic Shima,
with its countless air roids znd the fined) appearance of the J;p
Bettys - this tinc white ‘Hth grecn crosscs - on their way to



surrenter.  Yes, and also, of Ihe va Shima, Suw-,
mamni Bhise, Turi Shima and a2ll the 'rest of these.
Little dots in tile Leranma ‘Retto “rous. J4Lnd

sone obill reeall. the AT jouzneys 4o Miiyelo

a6 Yolmno, to coi iete the final surrender

of t he P;ukyus. ‘Tho-will forzet the dear old
250 Yzeslle-de e, wWhErc, 80 lofp lost, we
were “rrocessed’-and then told bto walt? A la
Loulis Lr mstrong, cur daily thaze song tara-

; #

aseG: “Isyou is - er i3 you aint - our ship-

- het was go unusu )l shout tiiese 1800 -iGI
Joes' who beoarded the Qrmsby on thoet d.rk ilonday
morning? A giance ot their baldin~ »abes and
araying teaprles teld the tale iy C UilE

fovor-nnet men - 3
sach onc hcd servye
threc uné cven four Z C C
nictcd-a cross saction of our Arsy - he they scl-
cetoccs, cnlistues, nationcel gumrd, regulars or
TEYoTVCe corps - di1 Wore reancnt. In gradc, thoy
ren fTron Ltop kiek to baek mrivate. In chars

as_in eny orzanization,’ we h:d Ybuckers-, “orounics
and ”'DldbricP3~ but, gencrally, rirht zuvs. A

1

grezb any are ﬂbu¢u10¢ -boyo, gct you*ll find a
hHQVJ 5pr1n;*1ug of doting fathcrs amons uk, who
with the slightest cncouragoncnt, will show vou
innpzerable picturcs of the o;;sJ;ing and rolatoe
onc fond ancecdotc after another.

oinecc V-J dgy, we've boen “Bwcating outs our
discharres Dkic is @ uondurful {?) rlacc on which
to lic and +biteh#. Abbut 70 milc s in-length,
and veryin ' in width lrum 4ol b mileg, 16 18 a
scal-tropical wildurncss of mucky kllls and mircd
dalos. Tic native villeges woere “strictly fron
hunger’ - and s0 wuro the “zooke® - be they malg
or fomale.  -Ckinawa nay be the land of ‘unrcstrain-
ed” bonuby, but wc prefor tha gight of ¢ tzrim facrican
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gol elsd in s Hohar achbor TotaloSion®, weliing down ;ain
boreobt. Po most of us, Uit Se0Rs ICNLT Dieolc whict

-

The majority of men werc duc-to lcave our little

.:‘\

olﬂ '?T’oc"” somcting in Octonhcr, bhut thow f inelly madc

1t in-Dectaber. T4 botuson. . wo hof strictly "Paul
Roevero® weatbher - ot by der and cold by mahts: So
much ey Fall an O ingwa, thot oft we woiddcred why
tinc is land Qi¢ not wesh awsy into $he sia. .ic bhagd
o 23] 1t0”* of 2il kinds, Who will over forged
latw Feonooa?  Tithcr hide seop hBoir

SURAneh of oun - loeomrl lg~30en venvs, The leat vwic saw
of our woelong shd o &f“‘to not hed thesn locked in. fond
eabrace, JLlyinl bl by G of a F-31 bowards Hadcna
AH::“L!Q. o BRUgt ik nm" avc thom safc passagc Stato-
gi80. onll hosd Basnis -cdrclv you dincc® "2 shall-gl-
Wai s fiave ¢ fond s ron O andhk Pations, nard Leea,
S ¥hd - delivdratud = 19 oUP Zprbags o= =0

Rl e (o LN e 1" Pricnds of tho For Uy-ace,
you oan mbdoersicsd e 80 £labGly descondced on vour
1. (e et s il icurncy kas been st 055 T » NI, by v
of - L% Tovu,.0ne cpsoriunity Lo partuakc of your
Iy, .ab reposts - thrice «wally; ‘thot, fy 1=ds, blaac
0 8.4, ot your hespitalitry.. Ye 6o not carc Lo

ca..u oury dromd upon tho waitirs.

In cvor two wecks of travel, your scrivencr has
COi G LC LnoW a Tiw meoabers of thc ecroy caitbe VCll - zind
he's fouad thoam vo be “megular foliehs¥ ., T.ere's #hoch

Tanlzloy, sicnalsan (bat he caxn't play casino }3 “Johnnicw

Schavble, rudiomen (commcreial crtist by trade = = he
concuaved thc masthead of the shi_*s dally ncwspapor);
"Lorry® Fisher radarmen (he wonts to be a lawyer - crezy,
huh?); %3 _nle“ Goldman, siznalmnan (always has a checry
grin and a happy “;ood morning®); . Jack' Ccok, quartor-
master { & Wyoming ranchor who loves wide open spaces);
and our gre..t little fricnd, “J.ckie’ ‘ligoner, bos'nfs
mate (who found romancc and fanily in New _ccland).

Boys of A".5. b9, we sslube you. ILet*s hit that mein-
land soon, so we al} can have a very Mcerry Xmas and a
Happy New Ycar. After 2ll,it's only a stonc's throvw--—-—-



The U. S. S, ORI SRY (APL-4€) is = C=2 type hull bui t by the lcore
Dry Decek Compeny, C:klrnd, Cclifernir, for the Maritime Service rs the
TTIIIGHT. She wos converted tc +n [Pi (4ttrek Tronsport) by the ictsen
Nevigrtion Compeny, Stn Freneisco, Cilifernic.,

.. Date cfCommissicning 28 June 1943
Scn Frroeisco, Grlifornias

* % *
Length, overc™l 500 248
Brecdth, extreme 631
Dr:t, locded 241
Gross Tcnnege 8432
Speed, m:ximum 17.0 knots
Ccmplement 361 ¢n isted men

32 of icers

L e R

The ship 1s fitted tc ccrry 102 prs enger of“icers, 1770 cnlisted
treop personrel ¢nd 2t50 tons of Ccirgoe.
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ASSAULT LauDIils
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands
2nd Vadrnz Lavision
Kwaialein, Marzhall Islands

Prer ATy Luvision
Aitane
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Guam. wWarianas
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1st Mariase Tiivisl

Leyte. POrlfgpiae &
2Lth aray Division =
woOow H %
5 R NPOLCTLOTE LANTTNGS
Beugznviile, Solomon Tslands
QOLH bwar Division

itape, Aoy Guines
3bta Ay Division
Ieyte, Plaiopine faisnds
~hth prsy Davision

QCCUPATTOW IANDTMCS

Yolohene. Jzopan
a430d imny Tdvision
Isingtao Chira
6th Uariae Division
Haiphong, 1nde China
To: Takao, Formosa-62nd Chinese Army

¥ % % %
MAGIC CARPED DUI'Y

Okinawa, Ruykyu Islands
To: Rortland, Oregon

20 loverber 19L3
31 January 1944
23 april 194

2L July 194LL

15 Septernber 194

20 October 19/

28 Harch 1944
3 May 194,

1 Hovember 1944

13 Septesber 1945
11 October 1945

2 November 1945

3 December 19,5
21 December 1945
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WCheppy Weathert
b
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M5 poolis" elker

The wind was raging across the decks and whistling
vicious tunns in the rigging; waves ligher than the big-
gest haystack I ever saw vere charging mcnobonuusly at
the shiuv which pgally hurdled each ong lilke a frisky lamb
with 2 belly {u11 of clover,

1t viga chow Line,

Bezing a landlubber by incliination, choice aznd fer-
vert cdesire, I was feebly malilng oy way foiward to tie
messhall in wfiserghble aepe.of iinding sometiling that ves

Ay e #
ool S LANI OIS DR OO,

u.](."‘l‘b the 1.

et deck on my nands and
an chstraction. Sun

¥ pE

MORIGE Sk Ry

"-_'." Dlar=

st o
Teu a g arech
on t4 ot LD da-
2res 2 Bl 5 Lraamn
ana mrlaching a condy 3_;e-.e Wil low. arpraniative snacks
af bis pen Temsniby : i of my
shock aac backed .-sa-'l:_;r 3 setl-
led zzainzt the wall ¢bulkhesd’ 1 baliwve Lhay osll it

2 L

in fhedl cusint Javgon) £he sEiLof Sturk A <iparetre in
my oot and toolk one himself, Weachalenmily bLekiug a
mateh ont of & box, ke held 24 betvman 5is thirn anad
forelinger and £flipped 2% alights Fe Doud ob casbally
to hils saolie ana drew several comicor=hle dragFs, wasn~-

o P P B . Oy IR, T & v o LS S L T TN
while Hopding me the bex of mMebchaa, Taubebice 2% Sirme

1y in belh hands I mahzged 4o 22l a Wmeteh ot Pub bhe
hurricans was toe muzh for e TOE B Botonh. Ben and

e o e " kg e
eizarotie woul sailing srer the rynl,

The sailar way me Interashedly, "Kinda
chepyar weubbar. hubh, g2 % ke seid pityingly and
strelled away salliyv sbaling nis haad,

B RS E . :
aergtire Leter T meie Uo 45 tle messingll sithing

at g table With a tray rfull of what I shali call Tusd.



They told me later it was Swiss stealt and very dclicious too. But
to me it was just an ordeal. So many siallows going down and one
fast gulp coming right back up.

My cup was standing capiy oy ny tregyr and I loocked around for
the coffee, A sailor three seszts away had it and started. to Jour
himself some, The ship gave a vaiolent roll znd a thin stream of
the steaming “joe" left the nozgle and flowed parallcl to the tzble
across the startled gaze of two soldicrs dircctly into my cup vwith-
out a drop spiliing. I was grateful for a moment, but the sailor
sct the pot dowin and caluly ckchanged his empty cup for my full ons.
"Pour your own, goldbrickM, hc said conversationally.

: 2 21 2 E
iy iy oy L L

e _ -+ The ship by this time was
7 i a serics oi long slow rolis frem
e ) i 3 1 s .
Ty pert to sterbomrd and back agasin.
A s it z ) e s o s
e Oy VY L B I/fsot intercsted in a young

= et B T e T IO
ﬂ-.,(?a.;..a_-; ORUCGSELE Ll iG laq
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(_ ?’f % r‘“:tz.-'i Sy o ,ﬂfﬁ" ) a large portion of beans
At S TIE A { gl
AR D W "?;7 E ;j{,—, in the center
3 L . e RS - “__ dor LIS i3 - i S e g o
S T TR, T AR U g st o
i, 0 ‘*-‘a;,s\\ ,ﬁ'""' ot (N ﬁ /} nis tray:
TEE T A TR Yk R - .f}@gr,ﬂ. and
5 ~. s i e o Tisi
RSl TR LR RS 58
e O T i s s L W g | T L
e o WIS 1 "_iﬂf o f ”‘5_3.4_.:.‘:"—{ O Vg (““\“\/n
i A : Dy o U= L A 3
iarg. portion. W Mlen Tl % % 12 2 \’\U A
o clicod poschos i_r1"-,.“"-'-=:'-xi i /;; oS “:;,'q\._\‘;: Kﬁ VA
the ong next to it. A \WH\\ER‘?? N ot
He hed his snoon peiscd ',:-3‘",-?_\.:'-‘5‘\@\}\35\‘ ‘ gl !
over. the beans when we pelicd \c;,:‘ia Sy [ "\,_\&\w ﬂ}‘) = Qy
heavily to port., The peaches slid>\g / .,‘.3\\§ doX
gracefully over into his beans. Carc- Lo

fully he spooncd tnum back to their proper &a@e%\\\ .
Then we tipped slowly the oth.r way. Over went the bfans to join
the pcaches. Paticntly he herded them back. Again we rollcd,
and again. I sat thorc fascinated. His paticnec was supcrb,

However hc wasn't getiing a bite to cat, and he looked very
hungry. Finally he seemcd to be a lap ahead of the rolls and
was about to put a2 spoonful of becans to his mouth when we felt
the warning lurch of another tilt of the ship. Slowly and carec-
fully he returncd the beans to their place in the tray and then



carefully scooped the peaches into his beans znd meditatively
stirred them all togcetier, '

as I staggored away from the teble he was drcomily
spooning the mess into his mouth with o far-awey lock in
his cycse.

B - 3k sk 8k

A fow tcbles away were a group of soldicrs who vicre
in thc same helpless state as mysclf. I found a2 place
among them. Tic wiore a sad, discouraged lot. Every
time the ship lurched, troys, silvermvorc, food, and all
would slide from onc cnd of the toble to the other. Then
would come a period acvoted to reassorting of preperty,
We were all confused. Twice I wound up with three knives
end no fork or spoon, And the T4 next to me ste six
slabs of "):LG and never got 2 taste of his stock or beans,
The corporcl ab the cnd of the bench was the worst off.
He'd greb for his tray, inveriably miss and slide off his

cat to:land with o thump onthe deck while food- showere

all. around him. -Completely ‘distfacted, he finally gave

up and remaincd scated on the floor, grabbing ot worscls
of food as they skittorcd past him and stuffing them in

nis moutiie

I could dlS't:IilCtJ}" hear him clucking 1ike a seratch-
ing hen,

% W e

The rest of us finally found o system, ve'd hold
firmly to our trays with onc hand and blindly speer a
picce of food \-luh the othir and raisc it to our lips,
Of coursc the roll of the ship made it impossible to
hit our own mouth, but we finelly made 2 meel fooding
cach othcr.

Unfmft.Lnﬂtcly for re the _scrgeent on ny right he s

a loosc pair of platcs and to kecp them from falling
out he'd snap at the feod. He bit my thumb scven times
in o rowl



3 Gethering up 211 the impediauris beiore me .l storted out to
the scullery but before I pgobt there I was 211 muddled up again,
I tosscd twe forks and sorme guy'ls Jovigace hot in the silverwarc
rack, dreopod my teoy in the cup baskel, fcaved in tho rinsc

wator ond foll heoad first into the parbope con,
\nd thot young sallor soid 1t 1

p RS

¥
Migewd, whot zn understatomentd .




THE NATIVE OKINAWAN
(Most of the data contained in this article is based
on motcrizl from a pamphlct ontitled "The Notive Okinaws ant,
as writien and compiled by Sgt. Verlin id. Norton)

Qkindwa Shima
Va31d e Okinawe is the lergcst Is-
e lend in the Ryulgrus group. It

E et oy
-'-”j:‘-"‘?;: jf.-f_? is 65 wiles long (a2 the bird
AN TR =T~ 4vs) = or 90 miles in length
Tt e AR Dl ag the jeop Jumpc), 12 milos
Lo Sed =g is conceded to bo its widbh,
o e The isle is bounded by tho
e *'",‘fj"'-, Vo a3 A Bast China Sca o thic west and
the Peoiilc Qcean on the esst. HNeha Hoerbor ano Buckner Bay
are the pain ports, : .

The islond Lins many beachéss Approscuiig O‘l;;n'" 5
Shima (the l"t‘rcr- "'CI‘c‘ means igiendd in Japanesc)
will sce bhat the island is surrcundod by 4ol budd 1' E:-'t.unc
sca walls, Your first impredsion is that tiis is a land of
many hildle. Beth the higr ground @nd low londs are cover-
ed wiith & groen blanlel of gogss, dobted with ricc paddids
anc sweck nolabo patenss, that create a wondor™id. scenic

A L gt LS

l
Vicas &b i.'c,s: wrh aatervals, -in the side of Okinawaon
~hilis, che ¢lscovers A muer of caves - Loth natural aud
mar-made.  Some are uscd 2s burizl crypts and cthers arc
satd to dete Dotk to LI\. timc when the ancostors of the
Okinawans lived in covesa .

Ceneidereple limestone and-eoral reck zhound on
Okinawaes all cewas and villages have Eb’:fn" walls about
then Lo protect the native hobit "Il"JIIS: from the heavy
typhocas and stoime that sween the islind foun Algust
thrcush Novenber. ‘the l"‘l".‘ﬂ,‘?lb&ﬁuS 1ive in hubs ot Japan-
esc style; some arc bui:it cf woed, covered wiiht a roof
of bamboo cene and su;-g:ﬂ_, ovhcrs are constructed of
stone with a roof of tile. 411 wood and stornes are hand
cuts The wooden fromes are pegged | oxc,h;”; cnd the cbones
arc sct together with mud., The huts are a1l builh gpen
(no windows or doors; and the domestic enimzls {herses,
goat:s, cats and dogs) practically live with the native,

r"'-‘



The islang h: s two scescng: hot summer-tomergtune xem in-
ing cround 100 , cné very shcyt mi’ winter with c .temrercture
sround 40 The nights cre¢ cften chilly - nd damp_ Therc is rein-
f-11 on Ckinewc clcsg to 300 dcys cut of the yegr,

Okinswrn sgoil is Tertilized with "night soil" (humen weste)
and is scid to be on exceedingly rich earth. The principcl creps
were swer ecne, sweet potataees, ricc, banencs, piﬂe* pples, pump-
kins £nd w:tiermtlcns. hbSL, to; ethir with fish rnd suscr, furnishe.
the chicf ¢xports rrier to the wrr,

The Netive

Thie primitive set

settlers of the Kyukyus, cs of Jzpen (roper,
vere Linu - a Couecsi
i)

-
cn puovle, short, stocky tnd hriry. icter
ceme cn influx of Dengelion .sicties;) diluting the Ainu strein,
The Ckinev:n is sm 13 in strture and muscular., bHeny ere wver
hoiry, and ore ffuun the rcvd possessors of thick betrds.

There is ¢ &.stinctive notive culture, Feveeling on zlmest
cqu: ] blend cf Chincse 'nd Jepinese ¢ ementss: The womtn werr the
vents tnd de mest of the work, though many of the younger gen<ro-
tirn cffietud “he [mericcn style of (dress cnd ccifure, cnd were

rticl to Xigstick tnd rougd. Fen wotr kimones crd rro methered
ot vritea on by the womer cs if they werce childrine 3otn sexcs
EYCY 13 ;mhdu, funnel-sheped, strow hets. Shees cre noticeble

bv Lnuir cbscnce, theugh some netives we r wocden shees (similer
tc shower cleds) streppud to their folt. The wemen mcke gll the
fermily's clething. -ich memoer werrs these clethis s “ong os the
elothes “re s rebley The cver:ge wordrebr censisis «f onc hit

or tuec cutfits of bc&y clcthing,

I7 you were to enter ¢ medern Okinrw-n hut, you yculd find zn
cpen furncee, @ bit of chins (rice bewls, cups cnd pletes), chep
sticks ‘na wirkcus crcckery, The notives hcve very little furni-
ture cnd hcusehold itums, Not knowing the luxuries of t:bles cnd
chcirs, they sit in ¢ circle on the flcor tc eft their merls.,
Their Alrt in gewrerstivaly gimnle, The prineiprl feods cr. fish,
ricc, pumpkin, watermelon, bcnenrs, sweet potrtocs end pincciplos,
One or two of thesc items ¢ dry is the nrtive's idec of ¢ geed merl,

He @



Three meals a day are unknown to thes, When the mother
finds time to prenare ‘Lheu.; a meal, they eat.

The Gidiaawen child is brz,:..st—;t.wl until e is three
years of are. He is the :r-ct'r-e*'; first preoccupation,
She worlis in the fields vith the child sbrapped snugly
to her bacits ' When the babe reaches tlie age of Linee,
he is ':.“f“uu:.zar_ld* cntrusted to the saf’e~keeping of tie
next elcer sicter, If,there is no sister, he becoues
the cargo of the next older brother, It was a common
sight on Okinawa to see girls so yewig that they vere
barel: «ble to tuddle, cariy on their Lacks a younger
cnild almost as big as themselves, Vhen the Olkinawan
youngster is five, he is sufficiently along end emci-
cipated fl‘ol-l. the mobher to be "L:.»O,}‘ icr school. He
accompanies g oldcr sister wio is by now an ﬁﬂf..npt—
able .Juquu_ttlwxfm Llinc wother, who, by tiis t_i..ul{'.,, is
generaily deveting hoer atiention to the newest acddition
to the family.

The natives 1ive in groups in swall towns and
villages, jthey have a.comatnity systom of farming and
providing tihcir ncccessities = working and charing vith
cach vtlier. liomen, in parbticular, are hard woriers.
They cerzy hcavy loads in baskeots on L:LCJ_r heads, . It
is typical to sce ‘her tJuJ,nf, two pails of waler, one
t:r.c:d to each enda of a long stick slung across her
shoulder, and tho baby riding in a siing on hLer backe
She toils hard, in the ficld tilling the soil, and
caring for her family. The men fish, Lelp cultivate
the soil, and cart the goods to market., Their mcans
of transportation ior the last task is by either hame-
made boats or use of horses and two-wheel nrimitive
carts. Another characteristic of Okinawan culture is
that the natives, in their strvr'gle:: for prescrvation,
P ut to somo utilitarian use almost cvm*::tuu.ab cn tho
island. Nothing is wasted. "Even human waste is used
to fertilize thc soil of the ficlds. ;

The Japancsc looked down upon the QOkinawan, ex-
ploited his island and did little for his welfarc.

The people vere hnaw.ly tc.x\,d, their rice confiscated
to feced N:r_npnncm armics, and many Okinawons, both

" I.I-



mcir cnd women, werc sent into forced siave labor in Japan ond
¢le-.iwcre. The O"'J_I'L.."r rans hzve their own longuage - similear to
J:L G 1. 4T 2 1 TIL(." 180 .u?‘-}(.«-h..a. L';IJ_.I].( 3¢ nd some of +He J\J'Lln&c-,r nzk-
ives can com;‘:ﬂu in muhc.l" anglish,
His Herlth
The hecltl. of the neiives woes foun id to be goods QOki-
new was subjected to torrific bombing by oir and shelling
v beabterics fyom ship end shore. Yot few of the inhrbitonts
uwn_ajc,a smentel ciscoscs of sufficient soverity to warrsont
institubionalinctione As the notives rcturncd from sccurit v
in the hill ecwves, thcy wore found to be sui;c-“ng fron .,;;l—
nutzition Md infccted wounds. These wiere soon clearcd by the
sur; vons of tic prmcd fereccs. Skin discoscs wore uvniversa! Ly
encoivnbered., Scebies, ismebipo cnd secondeory fupgus infcet-
ipis were riic., o5 E.-';-a'..-n igpers cie confined to . 1 Lepro-
szzr:"-' 1 on Yagoehi Shimns, o 22011 islond adjocent to lictcehu

peiinsule, Filrodesis is fFeebs 25% of the populaiien cnd
EO,L: W open caces of tubcreuwiosis sre 5':15\ Lo ciist cuong
the [ .@,000 nous M Thrre wore extensive infest-tions vit

gl ad Flons, - aid-ak. thits .‘lg.ym..m..i‘ to, & Heople vitio, th'
Jhebi ., ore phy "';?,r:" 11y clesng
Religion

«-¢ Qudneymns hove their own gods. They worship housc-
2olc o8, s.irits of cncostors and cecd neroos, cad buddna,
Hetiz .. snve stoubly resisted Slinteism (Lhe primitive rol-
32 B o i J;.-JL_:L,;. an chout S cof the people acopted it,
altho u: forced, on occasion, into a superificisrl acceptonce
of of. cinl Shintoism, lhey hove clung scerctly to their owm
Nlerces cng pencies! or gods., They do not have the uwniverscal
Jepancsc impulse to suicide,

Before the war, a Ba 13t il ssionary ot Ishikawa had
converted many natives to Chri stinn nity. He prepered o Bible
in Jepanosc and English. Mony of Stephen Fosterts songs
werc sung in Japanesc by the Okinawens,

Netive Funderal
Netive burial ritucls dificr moerkedly from the cromo-
tion ceremonies practiced in Japan. On Ckinawsa, the dead
persen 1s buried in a wooden box, sitting upright in o five
foot grave., A Buddhistic priest officictes,




He gives the deccascd o nevw nome, which is wrditicn on
the reversc,sor red, side of ¢ plagucs His recl nome is
inscribed on the other, or.blrck-pcinted, side of the
plaguc. 7This is donc for We purposc of “fouling God.!
T.ith the new name, the dectucnt is o now person who will
not be held responsiblc for the misdccds of the person wvith
the old nomce

Loter ond flovers cre ploccd ot the head ond foot of the
deod mon. 4L Budahistic cocreomomy is repeated ot intcrvels
of oneg, cvhroc gnd scven years. At the timc of thesc cere
monics, ricec, woter ond "tofu! (o preperction of soy boen
pulp ond sco wotexr) cre left ot the gro ve Lo sustain the
dcod porsen dn his tripg to the aftor-world. After the
person hos beon dead for three yeors, the boncs ocrc Gis-
cmterrcd, scrubbe. with saki, placed in earthen jors, cnd
deposited in the fomily crypt. .

These erypis orc lorge conercic tombs, built on the
slonting side of o hill. They generally cover onarce
100 fo.t squorc. They cre jug~shoped with wn onening
at the bottom, The conter portion of the tomb is roised
énd rounded to ieprescnt o womcons cbdomen. From the bosc
cxtend long groy sidc wellsedopicting = womcns lcgs.
Okinewcns belicve that onc returns to thc mother's
vorb after death ond thus foshion their buricl -crypts
to ropresent the wother's i.omb,




APPRECITICN

It is my wish to-take thig cprportunity to
thenic the officers, acn and YCU-the staff
that through splendid cooperation made this
souvenir hooklet possihle. . kany shall be
purting intimate friendships guined undcer
the trying conditions of warfare. '/o each
and cvcry onc of you, who is new going your
way to kcep the shrinc of peacc polished,
have a glorious Christmas and How Ycar..
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